
TEX-21 Killeen Quarterly Meeting Minutes, Sept 23, 2016 

Call to Order  - Linda Harper Brown (LHB) 

 

Welcomed everyone, explained what TEX-21 is, why it was created, what it is currently working 

on (Texas ports as a main focus) 

Mayor Segarra (Killeen) 

Briefly discussed the beauty of Killeen, how it is centrally located in Texas and positioned for 

easy access to the various major cities.  Discussed the road projects they have (190, 195), and 

how he runs the length of every road they build.  Noted the recent completion of the Texas 

A&M Central Campus in Killeen.   

TEX-21 Report 

LHB- Quick explanation of what Dean International, Inc. is.  Noted that Gary Fickes and Tim 

Welch could not attend.   

Debby Bobbitt (Rowlett City Councilmember) 

  



Talked about the growth of Rowlett, and the problems occurring with I-30 being far too 

crowded.  There are much being built on the I-30 corridor in Rowlett which is increasing the 

congestion in an already crowded section.  There is a problem with the bridge, when accidents 

occur there is too much traffic for emergency vehicles to get through, and no way to go around.  

She stated that the whole state needs an overhaul of the roads for traffic reduction and the 

ability of emergency vehicles to get around.   

Q: Frank Seffrood (Copperas Cove) – What about building other corridors? 

 

A: David Dean (Dean International) – We can’t build anything new, but we can expand existing 

roads to Interstate status, or fix/expand interstates  

Stephen Stanley (Garland City Councilmember)  

 

Talked about the expansion of the Panama Canal, and how the Texas ports are not ready to 

receive the post-Panamax ships, they need expansion.  Many Texas ports are privately owned.  

It takes 35 trains that are 1.5 miles long, double stacked in order to unload one of these newer 

ships.  If we improve the ports it helps everyone, consumers, businesses, employers, etc.   



Q: Why are the ports not expanded yet, considering the Panama Canal has been expanding for 

years?   

A: Containerships have slowly gotten larger and couldn’t fit through the Panama Canal, so they 

started going to the West Coast.  They kept getting larger and the West Coast ports slowly 

deepened and widened as they went.  We stopped doing that because the ships couldn’t fit 

through the Panama Canal anyway.  Everywhere else in the US is expanding, but Texas has yet 

to really do so.  Also the ports compete with each other, and there is not much communication.   

BJ Williams (Garland City Councilmember) (See IH-635 powerpoint) 

 

Discussed the IH-635 Corridor expansion/improvements.  These expansions were on the radar 

back in 2002, but then they fell off.  But timing is everything, and now it is the 2nd priority in the 

state due to TEX-21 and Dean International.  Garland in particular needs continuous service 

roads to aid traffic.  Currently they are working towards noise walls, temporary managed tolls 

roads (3.7 miles) and regular non-tolled roads (7 miles).  For the future they need money from 

the legislation to build the Garland section of IH-635.   

I-35 Corridor 

John Jasek (TxDOT Deputy District Engineer)  



 

TxDOT is currently doing a lot with this corridor. They are adding several crossings, adding 

on/off ramps (after they research the best placement), adding continuous frontage roads, 

adding U turn lanes in certain places, adding intelligent transportation systems, updating rest 

stops.  There are several ongoing projects (all of which are currently behind schedule and are 

the same contractor).  The City of Waco still needs to be done, but that project is currently 

unfunded, and needs $400 million to fund it.  There is a website dedicated to the I-35 project.  

They are adding lane closure signs and dynamic message signs, and have incident report notices 

being sent out to assist drivers in making informed decisions.  They are also working on travel 

time comparison signs in Temple and Waco to assist travelers in making decisions.   

Panel on Economic Growth in Cities and Counties along I-35 

Jon Burrows (Bell County Judge) 

Bell County is growing faster than both the US average and the Texas average.  The bad news is 

that they have no oil and gas.  The good news is that they have no oil and gas, so their economy 

is not tied to that and is more stable.  Their economy is booming.   

John Crutchfield III (Killeen Chamber of Commerce) 



 

The I-35, 190, and 195 roads make an important triangle around Killeen.  Killeen’s population 

increased 45% between 2000-2010.  Defense spending in this area is extremely important, and 

we need to help people understand the impact of military spending.  Fort Hood has a $40 

billion economic impact, created 55,000 jobs, and he estimates it makes up between 2/3-80% 

of the economy of the whole area.  Noted that we need transportation to support Fort Hood 

and the ability to quickly move people and equipment into theater.  We also need roads to 

connect military installations to the ports.   

Jimmy Don Aycock (Texas State Representative District 54) 

 

Fort Hood has the ability to project power more quickly than anyone else.  This makes it an 

economic driver and a National Security issue for there to be solid means of transporting 

people and equipment.   

Q: (In reference to his upcoming retirement) – What were your best moments? 

A: Texas A&M Central being built in Killeen.  “Bill 5”, providing career and technical training in 

schools   

Meeting was adjourned, group travelled to Fort Hood for Tour   


