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Dr. Leroy Alloway joined VIA in October 2015 as the Director of 

Government and Community Relations. In this role, Dr. Alloway leads 

VIA’s public engagement activities and interaction with elected officials 

and governmental agencies across the VIA service area. During his 

career in the San Antonio region, he has served in leadership roles with 

the Alamo Area Metropolitan Planning Organization, the Alamo 

Regional Mobility Authority, and for a privately held econometric, 

financial and statistical analysis firm. He started his career serving as a 

professional staff member for members of the City Council of San 

Antonio. Dr. Alloway is a member of the Board of Directors of the South San Antonio Chamber 

of Commerce, the San Antonio Parks Foundation and Family Violence Prevention Services, Inc. 

Randy Clarke has served as the President and CEO of Capital Metro 

since 2018. Prior to joining Capital Metro, Clarke served as vice 

president of operations and member services at the American Public 

Transportation Association (APTA) in Washington, D.C. and held key 

leadership positions in public transportation in both Boston and 

Washington, D.C. He earned a master's degree in public policy from the 

University of Southern Maine. Since he joined Capital Metro and 

following the 2018 redesign of its bus network, transit ridership has been 

on the rise in the Austin area. Clarke sees the operation through the eyes 

of his customer by using the service every day, giving him insight that's fueled his challenge to 

“do more” in providing quality transportation options to the growing region. That familiarity 

with the service led Clarke to put in place multimillion dollar investments to the system and a 

renewed focus on improving customer experience. When away from the office, Clarke enjoys 

traveling and competitive running with his wife, Kimberley, whom he met, as fate would have it, 

while riding a train. 

Jorge G. Cruz-Aedo is the Chief Executive Officer for the Corpus 

Christi Regional Transportation Authority (CCRTA). He has been with 

the CCRTA for more than a decade and has served as CEO since 2015. 

A U.S. Navy Veteran, Jorge brings more than forty years of experience 

in private and public finance, and administration to the CCRTA. Under 

his leadership, the CCRTA has grown to $90 million plus in total 

organizational assets, and serves more than 5.4 million passenger trips 

annually. He is currently the President-Elect of the Texas Transit 

Association and a member of the Corpus Christi Visitors Bureau Board 

of Directors. Jorge has served as President of the Government Finance Officers Association for 

both the state of Texas and Arizona, and as a Board Member of the Government Treasurers 

Organization of Texas. 
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Dr. Theresa Daniel was sworn in as the Dallas County Commissioner on 

January 3, 2013, and re-elected in 2016, to represent the residents of 

Dallas County Road & Bridge District 1. Commissioner Daniel has 

extensive expertise in public affairs, economic development, housing, 

transportation, education, gerontology and local political 

thought.  Having obtained a Ph.D. in public policy and public 

administration, she has studied the theories of public administration.  

Dr. Daniel has been a social science researcher and involved in public 

organizations for over three decades. Prior to her election to 

Commissioners Court, Dr. Daniel worked with the Dallas Independent School District in program 

evaluation and accountability and was also an adjunct professor of urban and public affairs at 

UT-Arlington. 

Edie Diaz is Vice President of Government and Community Relations 

for Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART).  Currently, Diaz is responsible 

for managing the Government Relations, Community Affairs and Transit 

Education team. She and the staff have the responsibility for vast 

stakeholder group relations and managing DART legislative issues and 

agendas at the state, federal, regional and 13 service area cities level. In 

Diaz’s professional career she spent 15 years working on community 

revitalization initiatives in Chicago to help inform national efforts of 

best practices.  During her years in Chicago she worked for an urban community development 

organization supervising projects and monitoring the outcomes across major U.S. cities of 

Federal omnibus spending acts. Later she took to a career in public policy advocating for early 

childhood education and facilities development across the state of Illinois.  In addition, she 

served on the Climate Change Task Force for the City of Chicago and presented at international 

conferences regarding green buildings innovation including the U.S. Green Buildings Council, 

Greenbuild. 

Gary Fickes serves as Tarrant County Commissioner, and he is a native 

of Houston, Texas. He moved to north Texas in 1979. From 1989 to 

1996, Gary served as Mayor of Southlake during which time he gained 

hands-on experience in helping to build a great community. He was 

elected Tarrant County Commissioner in 2006, then re-elected in 2008, 

2012, and 2016. He is Vice Chairman of the National Association of 

Counties Transportation Committee, Vice Chairman of TEX-21, former 

Chairman of the North Central Texas Council of Governments Regional 

Transportation Council, former Chairman of the Tarrant Regional Transportation Coalition, and 

a member of the Governor’s Economic Development Stakeholders Committee. 
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Commissioner Fickes formed a Senior Task Force to address the needs of senior citizens in our 

community and find solutions to improve their well-being. 

Subash Iyer is Chief Counsel of the Federal Transit Administration. 

Since January 2021, he has served as the FTA’s principal legal officer 

and advises the Administrator on all aspects of the FTA’s programs, 

functions, and activities. Before joining the FTA, Mr. Iyer was Special 

Counsel for Ethics, Risk, and Compliance at the Metropolitan 

Transportation Authority (MTA) in New York, where he served as risk 

counsel to the largest public transit agency in North America. Mr. Iyer 

was previously an attorney in private practice, where he worked on trial 

and appellate litigation matters and provided legal and strategic advice to corporate and 

individual clients on a wide range of issues. Mr. Iyer previously served as law clerk to Associate 

Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg of the U.S. Supreme Court, Chief Judge Robert A. Katzmann of the 

U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit, and Judge Jed S. Rakoff of the U.S. District Court 

for the Southern District of New York. Mr. Iyer received his J.D., summa cum laude, from New 

York University School of Law and his B.A., summa cum laude, from Columbia University. 

Before law school, he served as policy adviser to Administrator Karen G. Mills of the U.S. Small 

Business Administration and worked at a large management consulting firm. 

Tom Lambert joined METRO in 1979, the first full year of operation. 

Lambert became METRO’s first chief of police and served in that 

position for many years before moving on to other leadership roles. 

These included chief administrative officer, executive vice president, 

and acting president and CEO. He became the permanent CEO in 2014. 

Since becoming president and CEO, Lambert has made taking care of 

his customers and “delivering a quality product every day” his personal 

priority, as well as the priority of every single department and employee. 

He oversaw the overhaul and redesign of the local fixed route bus 

system in 2015 and demonstrated the importance of METRO in the Houston TranStar 

partnership during Hurricane Harvey. In 2017, Lambert established the METRO Office of 

Innovation to actively search out and pilot innovative transit solutions. Also in 2017, he 

convened 25 community meetings, during which METRO executives, employees, and board 

members solicited input for METRONext, the new transit plan that will take METRO, and its 

riders, safely and rapidly into the future. 
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Nadine Lee, P.E. assumed the position of President & CEO of Dallas 

Area Rapid Transit (DART) on July 12th of this year. Before joining 

DART, Lee served as the chief of staff of the Los Angeles County 

Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro). Previously, she was the 

deputy chief innovation officer in Metro’s Office of Extraordinary 

Innovation where she led the development of Vision 2028, Metro’s 10-

year strategic plan to improve mobility and quality-of-life for Los 

Angeles County residents. Prior to her tenure at Metro, she led the 

development and implementation of the Flatiron Flyer Bus Rapid Transit 

for Denver’s Regional Transportation District (RTD), a project that produced a 40% increase in 

corridor ridership in its first few months of service. Lee was appointed to the Leadership APTA 

Committee in 2019 and is a past director of the WTS International board. She was also honored 

as the WTS International Woman of the Year in 2019.  

Dr. Justin H. Lonon serves as the Executive Vice Chancellor for the 
Dallas County Community College District (DCCCD). Lonon previously 
served as press secretary for former Dallas Mayor Ron Kirk.  
Additionally, he was Kirk’s communications director and chief 
spokesperson during his bid for the United States Senate. When he 
worked in the private sector, Lonon served as Vice President and 
Director of Public Affairs for one of the leading independent public 
relations and strategic communications firms in Dallas. Lonon has 
served on the board of directors for the Garland Chamber of Commerce 

and on policy committees at the Dallas Regional Chamber and the North Dallas Chamber of 
Commerce. Lonon received his undergraduate degree in public administration from Missouri 
State University; his master’s degree in public administration from the University of North 
Texas; and his doctorate in management from the University of Maryland – University College. 

Robert Newsom has served as Hopkins County Judge since 2014. He 

earned his bachelor’s degree from East Texas State University, and his 

JD from Texas Tech School of Law. He began his career as a peace 

officer in 1981, later serving as Assistant District Attorney and then 

Hopkins County Attorney until 1996. In 1997, he began what would be 

15 years as District Judge of Texas’ 8th Judicial District Court. Judge 

Newsom’s latest achievement came in 2018 with his appointment by 

the Supreme Court of Texas and Texas Court of Criminal Appeals to 

serve as a member of the Judicial Commission on Mental Health. 


